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_ Suffrage Resolution Adopted by Inter-

national Body of Women Shows that

~ Twenty-three Countries Are Active-

ly Engaged in Working for Equal
Franchise.

By IDA HUSTED HARPER.
No. VIL

Rome, June 13.—No fact was so much in
evidence at the recent great international meet-
ing of women in Rome as the progress of the

# worid-wide movement for the franchise. As has
sbeen related, the resolution demanding it was
adopted by the representatives of twenty-three
countries without one dissenting voice, and this
from an organization that up to ten years ago
would not even allow a committee on woman
suffrage! Of these twenty-three countries,
Greece and Argentina are the only ones without
"an association for the express purpose of obtain-
ing the vote. To this large number must be
added Portugal, which was admitted at this
meeting, and Bohemia, China, Galicia, Iceland,
and Roumania that belong to the International
Suffrage Alliance, but not to the council. Spain,
. Turkey, Persia, and Japan are not organized,
nor are Mexico and the Central and South
American republics, but aside from this it may
be said that practically all constitutionally gov-
erned countries are to a great or small degree
srganized to secure votes for women. Even in
Java, Sumatra, Hawaii, and the Philippine Isl-
~ands are groups working for this end.

' Movement Encircles the Globe.

The woman suffrage movement may truly be
said to encircle the globe, and so far as known
it is only in the United States and Great Britain
that associations of women have been formed to
oppose it. This umversal movement has princi-
pally taken place within the last decade, and
while defeats have occurred there has not been
duning the time any backward or reactionary in-
dication. The forces everywhere have rallied at
ance from each defeat and pressed forward with
more vigor and determination. To quote the in-
sspiring words of the international president,
Mrs. Chapman Catt:

“It 15 reported of every land that there are
more meetings, larger audiences, more speakers,
more writers, more money; more influential ad-
vncates, more space in the press, more favorahle
editomals, more carnest supporters in Parha-
ment, more members, more and better organiza-
tion, and, best of all, more consecration.”
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The executive board will meet in London in
July to wrrange for the International Suffrage
Congress at Berlin in 1915.

In this connection there is one point which
cannot be too strongly emphasized. With these
suffrage organizations of more hundreds of
thousands than can ever be counted, actively at
work all over the world, there is just one that
has ever broken a law or done an unconstitu-
tional act, a minority society in one country and
only a few hundred of its members implicated in
actual deeds of violence, Yet becausc of these
there is an cffort to hold the suffragists of the
whole earth responsible and prove the unfitness
of all women to vote. These “militants” do not
belong to the International Suff Alliance or
to the International Council of Women; they
affiliate with no other association and despise
ordinary procedure. They have not wrecked the
forty years’ work of the National British Suf-
frage Association, and it was a great pleasure to
learn from its delegates to the recent council in
Rome that favorable public sentinent there is in-
creasing and that the press is modifying its hos-
tility toward the enfranchisement of women.
They believe that a new government, whatever
its politics, will grant at least a limited parlia-
mentary vote. There are no women anywhere
so well organized as those of Great Britain, so
“well informed on public questions, so methodi-
cal, so capable of conducting a qneeting accord-
ing to rules of order, so thorough in printed re-
ports; but their splendid effort goes unnoticed,
at least by other countries, because all the news-
paper space that can be spared is given to the
violent acts of a few women driven to despera-

tion. -
A Case in Point

A case in point is that of the British Na-
tianal Council and Union of Women Workers,
begun in 1885 and formally organized in 1895.
It 15 composed of 155 national societies, among
them the Constitutional Suffrage Associations,
temperance societies, women's colleges in Ox-
ford, Cambridge, and l.ondon, Young Women's
Christian Association, women's local government
socicties, teachers’ associations, social work de-
partment of the Salvation Army, etc., with 1,431
divisions. This council is unquestionably the
greatest civic and social force in Great Britain,
and this entire article would not be long enough
merely to enumerate the lines of work—watch-
ing every hill before Parliament relating to the
interests of women and children and insisting on
needful changes: obtaining the appointment of
women on public boards and as inspectors of
various kinds; looking after the hours, wages,
and conditions of wage-earning women; observ-
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ing all legislation rdldﬁhlﬂ]!l to the
social evil; improving the facilities of the public
schools; -%-unng better laws of sanitation and
hygiene. For twenty years this great organiza-
tion, with thousands of inembers, has worked
through committees, publications, and mass
meetings for the welfare of the natiom, led in
every community by its ablest w :

The position of this vast and representative
body on the question of woman suffrage must
certainly be regarded as significant and impor-
tant. At the beginning it was a forbidden sub-
ject, but by 1902 the futility of their work with-
out the power to elect the lawmakers had be-
come so apparent that at their annual meeting
this resolution was adopted: “Without the firm
foundation of the parliamentary franchise there
is no permanence for any advance gained.” This
was reaffirmed vear after year by a majority of
thrée-fourths, and in 1912 was supplemented by
a demand on Parliament that no e ral fran-
chise bill should be passed which did not include
women.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward's Views.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward, president of the
Anti-Suffrage Society, which be to this
National Council, then concluded that it was
time to get busy. There was absolutely no hope
of putting through an anti-suffrage resolution,
and so at the annual meeting of 1913 she threw
the weight of her influence in favi@r of a propo-
sition that hereafter the council should pass no
resolutions on any subject. This was strongly
opposed by Mrs. Fawcett, president of the Na-
tional Suffrage Association, and others, and re-
ceived only twenty-three votes in favor. Mrs.
Ward then endeavored to get through a proposal
that five affiliated societies should have power to
veto the adoption of a resolution, and, in a
speech of several thousand words, pointed out
that this National Council was already regarded
by the Lmblir as a suffrage association, and said
that if her resolution was not adopted the Anti-
Suffrage Society should feel obliged to with-
draw. She was able to muster only forty-four
votes, and so she took her doll rags and went
home, or, in other words, the Anti-Suffrage So-
ciety of 127 members went out of the National
Council. Hereafter it will flock by itself in
Gireat Britain, just as, for obvious reasons, its
only coadjutor Hocks in the United States.

The National Council of Women of Canada,
formed in 1897, plays as prominent a part in the
civic and <ocial affairs of the Dominion as does
the ane referred to above as those of Great Brit-
ain. It is composed of nearlv twentv national
and about two hundred lncal organizations, and
it carries on 1tc work through nineteen standing

committees. The government is never allowed
to forget its watchfulness over all matters per-
taining to the general pr of the commu-
nity, and especially the welfare of women and
children. From its beginning until recent years
woman suffrage was a tabooed subject, but so
great has been the change of opinion that last
ear the council made an official dmnd\ou
¥‘l.rli.lment for the complete franchise, with %the
indorsement of all its branches.
Conditions Elsewhere

And so one may investigate the position of
these councils in the countries, made up of
societies of women organized for every conceiv-
able purpose, and he will find that the great
majority are really suffrage associations. That
of Germany, for instance, with a membership of
half a million women, is officered by leaders of
the suffrage movement, and it is daily becaming
a greater power for obtaining the franchise.
This is the case in little Denmark, where the
thirty-eighy branches of the council number 40,-
000 women, and in Sweiden, where the twenty-
six affiliated societies are composed of 35,000
women. [ts largest branch is the National Suf-
frage Association, with 15,000 members, and the

ublic does not distinguish between the two. In

Norway, as the women possess the complete
franchise, the old suffrage association is practi-
cally one with the council, composed of about
400 societies, whose president, Miss Gins Krog,
was sent officially by the government to the In-
ternational Council at Rome,

Even in Belginm, which is backward on the
question, the suffrage association and the coun-
cil work hand in hand. In the Netherlands the
council is dominated by the sentiment for suf-
frage and has demanded of the commission for
revising the constitution that it shall include the
franchise for women. The very strong council
of France, composed of 150 organizations of
women, is under the presidency of Mme,
Jules Siegfried. an ardent suffragist, who de-
votes a third of her quinquennial report to this
question. “Not long ago. she savs, more men
than women were in favor, but this i1s no longer
true, for in all parts of the country are very ac-
tive groups of women working for the franchise,
She gives a gord deal of the credit for this
change in sentiment to the work of the National
Council, linking it with that of the regular sui-
irage associations, The president of the Coun-
cil of Switzerland, which has 18,000 members,
i~ a pronounced suffragist, and a favorable sen-
timent permeates the entire body. This s the
case also in Austria, where the council is com-
posed of over 200 organizations. Frau Ma-
rianne Hatnisch, who has been its president

IN ROME

Describes How Patient Work of Theu-
sands in England Is Being Hindered
by Militant Methods of a Small
Clique Not Affiliated with the Na-
tional Body.

from the beginning in 1908, is a firm believer in
woman suffrage, and gently leads the councd in
that direction. In Hungary, however, it needs
no leading, but demands from Parliament the
franchise for women with an educational quali.
fication. As it represents 104 associations, with
45,000 members, it wiclds a powerful influence,
Suffrage in Asstralia.

In Australia, of course, the suffrage question
is permanently settled, all women being as fully
enfranchised as all men, and the council includ«
ing political matters with the rest of its objects.
Exact figures as to its membership are not avail-
able, but in Queensland it has 107 branches and
in Victoria 360 affiliated societies. Among these
are all the political associations of women, who
do not have to confine their efforts simply to
passing resolutions and sending petitions to Par-
liament. In the reports detailing the many pro=
gressive measures which have been secured the
success is directly attributed to the possession of
votes by women.

In this article, most inadequate because nece
essarily so much abbreviated, the main objec#
has been to disprove the assertion that women,
do not want the suffrage. This International
Council is probably the largest organization in
the world of cither men or women. In every
country it represents the superior women, the:
leaders in education, organization, and progres-
sive work of all kinds for the highest interests,
of the state and the community. From the care
of infants all the way up 1o national laws these
councils with their thousands of branches are
making a record of active service for the wel-
fare of humanity that never has been equaled.
Through years of experience these of all nations
have reached the conclusion that women never
can fulfill their highest mission for the race
without the direct political power that can ba
exercised only by a vote. This universal un-
impeachable fact ought to be sufficient evidenca
of the position of representative women on the
absolute necessity for enfranchisement, and bew
side it the opinion of even majerity of the
unthinking, undeveloped masses should be res
garded as insignificant.

——
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